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Student Syllabus

Course Description: 
This course discusses an introduction to Biology, the study of Life.  Biology is an integrated lecture-laboratory-discussion course.  This course is also part of the state mandated Oklahoma Core Curriculum Science Test (OCCT)
Book:   The book can be found online on my website draupe.weebly.com 
Course Outline:


The ultimate objective of this course is to provide the student with an opportunity to practice science process skills and an understanding of general concepts in Biology. The following concepts are broken in to units.
1. Lab Safety/Nature of Science/Problem Solving

2. Characteristics and Components of Life
3. Cycling of Energy
4. Cycling of Matter
5. Ecosystems
6. DNA
7. Genetics
8. Evolution 
Tips for Success/Class Procedures:

1. Attend class everyday, and come ON TIME and prepared.  This includes bringing your materials to class (paper/pen/notebook).
2. When entering the class, you will be respectful of the learning environment you are entering, No cussing, yelling, etc. You will get out your materials, start your bellwork, and wait patiently for announcements from Mr. Raupe
3. ASK QUESTIONS!  Please ask me whenever you need more explanation.  I will be happy to meet you outside of class for extra help or to answer any questions that you may have, you only need to ask.
4. You are expected to participate in class discussions and activities.

5. Due to the fact that this course is a lab based class, no food, or tobacco products will be allowed.  Drinks will be allowed but they must have a lid.
6. Mutual respect should be practiced not only in the classroom, but in the halls and commons areas.

7. You are responsible to know and obey all the rules in the handbook including the dress code policy and all safety procedures during lab. Noncompliance with safety rules will result in you not participating in lab and receiving a zero on that lab
Electronic Devices:

You may not have any electronic device on (or used) during class during at any time.  There are times when it will be acceptable to use that equipment in class, but permission MUST be given PRIOR to usage.  The use of any electronic equipment during tests and/or quizzes is strictly prohibited and will be considered cheating.  See cheating section of syllabus for more details. 

Grades:  

    I reserve the right to not round grades at any time.
1. Daily Work: (20%) This consists of any assignment that is to be begun or completed during class time.
Bell Work:  Topics will be available most days for students to complete at the beginning of each class.  The responses should be kept in a notebook with brads and pockets with each entry clearly labeled with the date.  In the event of an absence, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain the entry and compose a response.  Periodically these will be collected and graded.  Bell work is considered a “daily grade.”  

2. Quizzes: (10%)  Quizzes will be given on average twice a month and will always be announced.
3. Labs/Projects: (25%)  Informal and formal lab reports will be prepared at the conclusion of most lab experiences.  You will be assigned to several different lab groups throughout the course of the semester.  Cooperation and participation are critical to ensure a lab group’s success.  Remember that you are responsible for your own work, even if you work in a group. Several individual and group projects will be assigned throughout the semester as well.  Cheating in any form will not be allowed, and safety procedures must be followed.  Irresponsible behavior will result in a zero lab grade.  
4. Tests: (25%)  Tests will be given at the end of a unit or consecutive units. Tests are roughly composed of 80% new material and 20% review material from previous tests largely due to the comprehensive nature of the Oklahoma Core Curriculum Science Test given in May.  Some projects or assignments may be considered “test grades.”    NOTE:  All makeup tests and quizzes will be taken outside of class time and may be a different format from the one given in class.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make up time with me within the allotted time period (see student handbook for makeup policies).
5. Semester Exam (20%)   Per district policy, the final grade is calculated using the cumulative grade of the course prior to the exam as 80% of the course grade, and the exam grade as the remaining 20%. 
Makeup Work:


If you know you will be gone – you need to get your work BEFORE your absence (this includes school activities and events).  If you know you have a deadline the day you will be gone for a school event, your assignment should either be turned in early or before you leave on the due date.  For all absences you did not expect, you need to gather all of your work the day you return to school.  See the student hand book for the district makeup work policy for timelines.  Missed tests, quizzes, and labs must be made up outside of regular class time.  Since tests are announced several days in advance, you will be required to take a test after an absence unless new material was covered during your absence.  It is your responsibility to schedule time with me to make up missing assignments or receive help on make up work.
Late Work:

I have a fairly lax policy about late work. It is my job to ensure that each student has every opportunity to succeed in this course, so work can potentially turned it at any time before the unit test. However, it is important to understand that turning work in time insures you turned it in! Turning things in on time is the best way for all of your work to be graded and back to you to use as study aids on up-coming exams. After the unit exam, daily work for that unit will not be accepted. No quiz/lab/project/test will be accepted after the final due date.
Cheating:


Students are expected to do their own work.  Students who cheat on any assignment will be referred to the office, given a zero on the assignment, and parents will be notified.  When working on lab assignments, students can work together to perform the experiment and collect the data, but are expected to write their OWN conclusions and to write the lab report in their own words.  You may not cut, copy, or paste another’s work into your lab report.  All data tables, graphs, and charts must be done by hand unless otherwise directed by the teacher.  Remember cheating on any assignment is not acceptable and will be reflected in your conduct grade.
Passes/ Grade Checks
· You must have you handbook signed by the teacher to leave class for any reason. You will not be allowed to leave the room if the teacher is giving instruction. Wait until the teacher is done instructing before you ask to leave the room.
· Grade checks will be given about once a month or after every exam. Grade checks signed by a guardian may receive extra credit. You may also frequent your child’s progress by using our PowerSchool Parent Portal. To sign up for a username/password contact the school at 405-722-4220. It is strongly recommended to sign up.
Tutoring Hours

If needed, students may schedule outside class time for extra instruction, make-up work, or any other one-on-one time needed, I am usually in my classroom these times:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 7:30 – 8:00am

During my Plan(2nd Hour) as well as A LUNCH
Supplies:


3 ring notebook with pockets, dividers, and paper (I suggest 2 inches)


Folder (for bell work and old papers with brads and pockets)


Composition Notebook for lab work 

Pen or pencil (no sharpies or markers)

Optional for extra credit: Copy paper, Kleen-ex, paper towels, ink pens in any color other than yellow or purple, Germ-X, peppermints, candy for prizes, post it notes, colored pencils, and a ream (250 or more sheets) of colored paper in the following colors:  green, yellow, light blue, pink, light purple, orange, red, or any light color variation.

You are also welcome to come in before/after school to help set up and take down labs throughout the semester for extra credit.  See me to sign up for a date and time.

Please read all information on these pages and in your handbook.  You will be responsible for this information.  Please sign the following page, have your parent sign it and return it to me tomorrow.  (It will be your first grade!)  I will keep it on file should we need to refer to it at a later date.
Thanks and I look forward to the semester ahead!

Mr. Raupe
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